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Circular Letter No.5187
15 May 2026

To: All IMO Members
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subject: Eighty -fifth session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee
(30 November to 3 December 2026)

1 The Secretary-General has the honour to invite representation at the eighty-fifth
session of the Marine Environment Protection Committee, which will be held from
Monday, 30 November to Thursday, 3 December 2026.

2 MEPC 84 approved the holding of the resumed MEPC/ES.2 on 4 December 2026,
subject to confirmation by MEPC 85 earlier the same week. The Committee further agreed
that, should MEPC 85 determine that there is no need to resume the extraordinary session
during that week, 4 December 2026 would instead be used as an additional meeting day for
MEPC 85.

3 Credentials submitted for MEPC 85 will be in effect for the additional meeting day
on 4 December 2026, should the Committee decide to extend the session in accordance with
paragraph 2 above.

4 The provisional agenda for the eighty-fifth session of the Committee (MEPC 85/1) is
attached to this circular letter. Further documentation, including an annotated agenda and a
provisional timetable, will be issued in due course.

Amendments to MARPOL , the NOx Technical Code 2008 and the BWM Convention
5 During the session, under agenda item 3, the Committee will be invited to consider:

A with a view to adoption, in accordance with article 16(2) of the MARPOL
Convention, draft amendments to:

A MARPOL Annex | (new regulation 12B on oily bilge water holding
tanks and oily bilge water service tanks, and amendments to
Appendix Il i Form of the IOPP Certificate and Supplements and
Appendix Il T Form of the Oil Record Book);

2 MARPOL Annex VI (installation of pressure-vacuum devices on
tankers carrying crude oil);
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