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LONDON SE1 7SR
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7735 7611

Circular Letter No.5181
29 May 2026

To: All IMO Members
United Nations and specialized agencies
Intergovernmental organizations
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status with IMO

Subject: Thirteen th session of the Sub -Committee on Human Element, Training
and Watchkeeping (22 to 26 February 2027)

1 The Secretary-General has the honour to invite representation at the
thirteenth session of the Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping
(HTW 13), which has been scheduled to take place from Monday, 22
to Friday, 26 February 2027, at IMO Headquarters, 4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR.

2 The provisional agenda for the thirteenth session of the Sub-Committee (HTW 13/1)
is attached to this circular letter. Other relevant documentation will be issued in due course.

3 Working and drafting groups may be established during the session on subjects to be
selected from the following:

A comprehensive review of the 1978 STCW Convention and Code;
2 STCW oversight and verification processes;
.3 development of training provisions for seafarers on ships using alternative

fuels and new technologies;
4 scoping exercise of fatigue-related provisions; and
5 model courses,
whereby the Chair, in consultation with the Secretariat, taking into account the documents
received on the respective subjects, will advise the Sub-Committee before the session on the
final selection of such groups.
4 The Secretary-General would appreciate being informed, in due course, of the names

of representatives, delegates and observers, as appropriate, intending to participate in
the forthcoming thirteenth session of the Sub-Committee.
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